
Strong infrastructure and world 
class clinical and academic 
expertise creates a vibrant 
research environment in 
Scotland with clinical 
research embedded 
within our NHS
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Scotland  -  A global centre of excellence in 
clinical research

�  A single unified health system
�  A stable population of c5million
�  A unique patient identifier used in all contacts with the 
     health system
�  Some of the best health data in the world
�  High incidence of complex disease

�  Ageing
�  Cancer
�  Cardiovascular
�  Critical Care
�  Dementia and 
     Neurodegenerative Disease
�  Dermatology
�  Diabetes
�  Gastrointestinal
�  Genetics
�  Haematology
�  Ear, Nose and Throat
�  Hepatology

�  Infectious Disease
�  Injuries and Emergencies
�  Mental Health
�  Metabolic and Endocrine
�  Musculoskeletal
�  Ophthalmology
�  Oral and Dental
�  Paediatrics
�  Primary Care
�  Renal
�  Reproductive Health
�  Respiratory
�  Stroke

15 
Specialty
Groups



SAFE HAVENS

Provides a platform for the use of NHS 

electronic data in research feasibility, 

delivery and pharmacovigilance.

Locations:  Aberdeen, Dundee, 

Edinburgh and Glasgow

CLINICAL RESEARCH FACILITIES

Provide a purpose-built environment for 

patient-oriented research. They provide 

access to cutting-edge clinical facilities 

and opportunities for research scientists 

to work closely with clinical researchers, 

and support the advancement of new 

therapies and treatments for patients.

Locations:  Aberdeen, Dundee, 

Edinburgh, Fife, Glasgow and Highlands

NRS Permissions Co-ordinating 
Centre (PCC)

Provides an efficient R&D permission 

process across Scotland.

Locations:  Aberdeen

Biorepositories

National system linking all Scottish health 

boards to encourage the use of tissue in 

research and boost availability.

Locations:  Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh 

and Glasgow

Ethics Service

Protects the rights, safety, dignity and 

well-being of researcher participants 

and facilitates ethical research which is 

of potential benefit to participants, 

science and society.

Locations: Aberdeen, Dundee, 

Edinburgh and GlasgowREGIONAL
R&D 
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CLINICAL RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURE
NHS Research Scotland works to ensure NHS Scotland provides the best environment to support

clinical research. Investments in nationwide clinical research infrastructure supports researchers,

clinicians and industry, providing states of the art facilities to conduct clinical trials.


